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Introduction  

As referenced in the Changes to FCAT Writing memorandum from Deputy Commissioner Kris Ellington on July 5, 

2011, these 2012 FCAT Writing Exemplar Sets are examples of student responses provided to help interpret the 

upcoming changes to Floridaôs writing assessment. The score assigned to each response and the accompanying 

annotation illustrate how 2012 scoring decisions will be applied with increased attention to the correct use of standard 

English conventions and to the quality of details provided in the response. This increased scrutiny is in addition to the 

consideration of the elements of focus, organization, support, and conventions described in the rubrics. 

 

More information about the holistic scoring method and links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at 

http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.  

 

Structure of the Exemplar Sets 

The released 2012 FCAT Writing Exemplar Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain one example at each score point to 

illustrate upcoming changes to the scoring of Floridaôs writing assessment. Personal information has been removed or 

fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. These papers were chosen from the field-test responses for the 2011 

operational prompts. 

 

Description of Prompt for Grade 4: Writing to Explain (Expository)  

The Grade 4 expository prompt directed the student to explain the kind of weather he or she likes. 

 

Please note: In August 2011, the FCAT Writing Content Advisory Committee will work with the Department 

to review these exemplar sets to confirm that the responses effectively convey the expectations concerning 2012 

scoring decisions. The committee will also make recommendations regarding the 2012 FCAT Writing 

Calibration Scoring Guides for each grade and writing purpose (mode). Once the scoring guides for Grade 4 

Narrative and Expository writing and for Grades 8 and 10 Persuasive and Expository writing are finalized, 

they will also be provided to districts. These complete resources will further demonstrate the expectations for 

2012 FCAT Writing and will provide a basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring standards.  

. 

 

A list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) is also available to help interpret the upcoming changes to Floridaôs 

writing assessment.  You may access the Changes to FCAT Writing 2012 and Beyond FAQs at the Test Development 

Centerôs SharePoint site here: 

http://sharepoint.leon.k12.fl.us/tdc/external/default.aspx. 

 

You may access the memorandum from Kris Ellington on the K-12 AssessmentïMemoranda and Information page 

at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/k12memo/k12memo-fcat.asp. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Renn Edenfield, FCAT/FCAT 2.0 English Language Arts Coordinator, at 

850.922.2584, ext. 230 or edenfieldr@leonschools.net.  

 

http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp
http://sharepoint.leon.k12.fl.us/tdc/external/default.aspx
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/k12memo/k12memo-fcat.asp
mailto:edenfieldr@leonschools.net
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Exemplar Paper 1 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 1 

 

 
 

 The writing in this response addresses ñdifferent kinds of weather.ò  

 

 Rather than improving connections between ideas, the repetitive use of ñnextò detracts from the organizational 

structure because sequencing is not relevant to the information presented or to the purpose for writing. (Next I 

will tell you about). 

 

  The development of supporting ideas is sparse, immature, and list like (Summer is a time fourswimm in the 

pool. And going to the beach and laying in the sand. And having a good time and going skoopdiving).  

 

 Frequent and blatant errors occur in sentence structure, and commonly used words are misspelled, sometimes 

impeding understanding.  
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Exemplar Paper 2 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 2 
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Exemplar Paper 2 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 2 

 

 
 

 The response is related to the topic of the weather, but the focus is not clearly established through a main idea, 

theme, or unifying point.  

 

 The repetitive phrases (The reason why I do, The reason I do not, Those are the reasons why) indicate a 

rudimentary organizational format, yet these words do not provide smooth connections or flow to the writing. 

 

 Overall development of support is inadequate. Some supporting ideas include brief references to weather the 

writer does not like (the reason why I do rain it make hurt your self and get sick, The reason I do not like cold 

wheather  is because it make you sick and you cough when your sick). Other supporting ideas are not 

developed (and you can play with your friends and your dog, cat, Bird any animal that you have). Word 

choice is limited and immature. 

 

 Frequent errors occur in the conventions of capitalization, punctuation, and usage, and commonly used words 

are misspelled. 
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Exemplar Paper 3 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3 
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Exemplar Paper 3 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

 

 This response is generally focused on the topic of rainy weather, although it contains some extraneous 

information. Elimination of the word ñrainyò or ñwaterò in some of the sentences results in confusion 

concerning the focus (To begin with I thought weather was horrible, Later I realized that the weather actually 

helped us). 

 

  An organizational pattern is attempted, with a brief introduction and conclusion and through the use of basic 

transitional devices (To begin with, Later, Finnaly).  

 

 Supporting ideas are sometimes developed with meaningless figurative language (Rain became as cool as a 

cat) Other ideas lack specific information (It turned out that plants live because of weather). Word choice is 

vague and sometimes inappropriate.  

 

 Some knowledge of capitalization and punctuation is demonstrated. Although there is an attempt to vary 

sentence structure, most are simple constructions. 
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Exemplar  Paper 4 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4 
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Exemplar Paper 4 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

 

 The response is focused on the benefits of rainy weather. 

 

 An organizational pattern is apparent, and transitional devices are used.  

 

 Two reasons rain is the student's favorite weather are presented. The first reason includes loosely related 

information about a movie plot that strays from the topic. The second reason is adequately developed (I allso 

like when it rains because I get to put on my rain coat, rain boats, and my rain hat. Once I have every thing on 

I go outside and play in the puddles. Every time it rains I get so excited. For example, one time It started to 

rain, I got all my rain stuff on and when I got out side, I jumped in to a big, huge, clear blue puddle and 

realized that I forgot my rain hat so now my hair was soking wet). Word choice is sometimes precise (I lafed 

so hard I fell right out of my bed, laghing at me like a hiena).  

 

 Although some errors occur in spelling (earchen, lafed, soking), most commonly used words are spelled 

correctly. Overall, conventions of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling are generally followed, and various 

sentence structures are used. 
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Exemplar Paper 5 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Exemplar Paper 5 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Exemplar Paper 5 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 

 

 This response is focused on the topic of cold weather. 

 

 The organizational pattern is apparent, including an introduction that previews the structure, basic transitions 

that signal connections between paragraphs, and a routine conclusion.  

 

 Word choice is adequate overall, but the last sentence in each body paragraph is repetitive and lacks precision 

(Thatôs the first reason, Thatôs the second reason, That is the third reason). Sufficient development of 

supporting ideas provides a sense of wholeness to the response (Reading is my favorite subject. I could read 

all day if I wanted to. Right now Iôm reading Harry Potter and the Order of the Phenix. The cold weather 

gives me an exuse for wanting to stay inside and read).  

 

 Sentence structure shows some variation, and knowledge of correct use of the conventions of punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling is demonstrated. 
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Exemplar Paper 6 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6 
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Exemplar Paper 6 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

 

 
 

 The writing is focused on snow as the favorite weather. 

 

 There is a logical organizational pattern, with an illustrative introduction, amply developed body paragraphs, 

and a thoughtful conclusion that maintains the tone and mood of the response.  

 

 Supporting ideas are effectively developed with relevant information (the real action begins when you start 

climbing snow banks and hiding behind trees and when youôre just about to hit some one, Wham! A snow ball 

hits you in the back then you fall over laughing). A mature command of language is demonstrated (when you 

sit down under the twinkling stars with your family around a fire, It is as if love has encircled you in a blanket 

of warmth). The response has a sense of completeness. 

 

 Conventions are generally correct, and sentence structures are varied. 


